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Abstract 
Modern electromagnetic actuators, in particular proportional solenoids, are complex mechatronic systems, including both an 
actuator and its control system. Electromagnetic actuators are often used in control systems of increased liability and therefore 
continuously evolving. The development of new types of electromagnetic actuators is based on experimental configuring of 
parameters of regulators and comprehensive product testing. The complexity and the continuous improvement of the currently 
used magnetic systems require new approaches to the management of high-precision position of the movable elements. This 
article discusses an integrated approach to research, monitoring, diagnostics and control of DC proportional solenoids. This 
approach is based on sensorless measuring of the complex flux-ampere characteristics of the electromagnetic system employed 
detecting malfunctions, and for determining the position of the movable drive member. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of the organizing committee of the International Conference on Industrial Engineering (ICIE-
2015). 
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1. Introduction 
The complexity and the continuous improvement of the currently used magnetic systems requires new 
approaches to the management of high-precision position of the movable elements [1]. To implement an effective 
approach in [2] proposed an automated system of automatic control of the production of intelligent actuators [3], a 
major element of which is stand for the diagnostics and configuration controls. In the development and pilot 
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production of new proportional solenoids DC said stand may be in the form of automated systems for research and 
complex tests. These operations are designed to enhance process performance design optimization electromagnets, 
including the use of new materials or materials known in limit operating conditions. 
2. Methods, Equipment And Software 
For the design of automated systems for research and complex tests proportional magnet DC platform National 
Instruments is chosen. The basis used industrial computer chassis-based NI PXIe-1078 [4] under the control of a 
controller NI PXI-8133 [5], with an extra set: NI PXIe-6341 [6], a multimeter NI PXIe-4071 [7] power supply NI 
PXI-4130 [8]. To control the operation of the electromagnet used specialized board NI sbRIO-9636 [9], which 
operates on the FPGA and real-time controller. To determine the position of the movable member used proximity 
sensor type LS5-15 / 10-232-2-V- (12-24) -A [10]. The object of research is a solenoid type KTS P25A00-24. 
The developed algorithms for diagnosis and management based on the principles of natural-model testing and 
measurement sensorless flux-ampere characteristics of electromagnetic systems [11 – 14]. To implement the 
developed algorithms used programming environment NI LabVIEW [15]. To realize full-scale tests [16 – 20] used 
software packages GMSH [21] and GetDP [22], is used to calculate the magnetic field finite element method [23].  
3. Solution Description 
The position of the movable element of the electromagnet x determines the degree of closed magnetic circuit d. 
Degree of closed magnetic circuit d determines the level of the magnetic flux F at a given value of the 
magnetomotive force Iw [24]. The level of magnetic flux has a direct relationship with the magnetic flux of the 
winding ȥ. Thus, there is a physical link between flux-ampere characteristic of the electromagnet ȥ (Iw) and the 
position of its movable element x: 
Ɏ( ) ( )x d Iw ȥ Iwo o o . 
Under the conditions of complexity and uncertainty of the individual parameters of new experimental models of 
products, traditional methods of developing control systems are not effective. To solve this problem are encouraged 
to use the controls on the basis of neural networks. 
The block diagram of the automated systems for research and complex tests of electromagnets shown in Fig. 1. In 
Fig. 2 following notation is used: Chassis NI PXIe-1078 - a block that implements the interaction between the 
individual elements of the system; CBS NI PXI-8133 - Controller of operating system, implements, including 
modeling functions and training of the neural network; ADC NI PXIe-6341 – conversion block, which provides 
measurement of flus-ampere characteristics and the control position of the armature of the electromagnet; UKEP NI 
PXIe-4071 - control device electrical parameters of the electromagnet; DPJ LS5 - anchor position sensor; BP NI 
PXI-4130 - power supply of the sensor position of the armature; CD FPGA sbRIO-9636 – control device for the 
actuator; CCS - controlled current source; OR KTS P25A00-24- object of research.  
 
 
Fig. 1. The block diagram of the automated systems for research and complex tests electromagnets. 
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The algorithm for the system is shown in Fig. 2. 
 
 
Fig. 2. The algorithm of the automated systems for research and complex tests electromagnets. 
 
The system operates as follows. After connecting the electrical connections to the electromagnet system via 
UKEP PXIe NI-4071 (Fig. 1) is executed measurement of electrical parameters of its windings (Block 1, Fig. 2). In 
the second stage (Block 2, Fig. 2) there is a pulsed signal to the working coil of an electromagnet (using CD FPGA 
sbRIO-9636 by CCS, Fig. 1) is sufficient to carry out a full stroke of the armature, sensorless measuring its flux-
ampere characteristics (without installing additional measuring coil - the measured current and voltage at the 
operating winding ADC NI PXIe-6341 with the following calculation flus-ampere characteristic in CBS NI PXI-
8133, Fig. 1) and fixing the position of the armature depending on the time (via DPJ LS5 and CBS NI PXI-8133, 
Fig. 1). The next step (Block 3, Fig. 2) configures the magnetic and electrical parameters of the model of the 
electromagnet on the results of the method of full-scale experiment. This model is used as an object of control to 
adjust the neural network (Block 4, Fig. 2) [25, 26]. In the next step (Block 5, Fig. 2) holds programming CD FPGA 
sbRIO-9636 (see. Fig. 1) with the resultant adjustment parameters and re-running a full-scale experiment with 
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parallel registration flus-ampere characteristics and the position of the armature. The control is performed by 
measuring in real time the flux-ampere characteristic. In the case of obtaining a sufficient precision for the controls 
(Block 7, Fig. 2), the configuration process ends, and is transmitted for analysis (Block 8, Fig. 2), otherwise the 
process repeats starting with the model is refined by the method full-scale experiment. The result of the work of 
neural network [27][28] is shown in Fig. 3.  
 
 
 Fig. 3. Structure of the neural network and the result of its work. 
Fig. 3 shows the structure of the neural network [29] and the result of its work: determining the position of the 
movable element of the electromagnet according to the characteristics of flux-ampere. 
4. Conclusion 
The structure of the automated systems for research and complex tests electromagnets. The algorithm of the 
system and the computer model of the test object. The scheme settings management system built on the basis of a 
neural network. 
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